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While in Iranwe decided to pay a visit to the Zarathushti Kuedasl get to know them. We went to

Marivan theKurdishborder town in Iran and from their crossélde Basimahk border into Sulgmaniain
Irag. We had our own car and had planned to drive acttos$order and be mobileAt the border, we
were toldthatg S Yy SS R  ieend SHrlib@ éadroniithe Iranian customs, who required the
original papers of the car and tipresence of tke owner. Since we had neither of them we were forced to
park our car at the border and go without it.

The nemarsland between the twdordergates was over a kilometéngwith duty free shopand

immigration and custom offices of both countrié¥e weremade to buy health insurandeom a guy

sitting in a containeandthen buy some other sligrom another containebefore we were allowed to

enterthe immigrationoffice. The immigration officemadeuspay25,000 Dinargachwhich converts to

about $30.The result was a 36ay visa to stay in IraGhen we walkeaut of the building and there was
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rayed and our passport stgmaed. On the other side, we were back on the same road that had the-duty

free shop. We walked about half a kilometer and we were at the Iragi gate which was unmaineed.

Iranian gate we entered was unmanned t&e wondered if it were not for the signs couldseone just

walk in and out?
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Outside the Gateaxs were availablsomeof the driversd LJ2 1 S t S NBE A MW shawiektSeMJ RA Ry Qi
the address of the fire templavhose inauguratiofjust a few months agavas all over the social media

We hadthrough friendscontacted the people involveadvho were happy tanvite us and had send us the

address and contact numbers.

A youngr driver who had as a child taken refuge in Iran during the 8 year Iran Iraq war and knew Persian
fell to our lot. It was a 120 km drivArough the mountain pagsbefore we reached Suleymania or
Sulamani as the locals call it.

Kurdistan is a mountainous area with cities developed in lush valleyy, tertine valley is through narrow

mountain passes, which has helped the Kurds presenie ldreguage andulturein the safety of these

cities. The entry to th&urdisharea begins ifran fromHamadan (ancient Hekmataneh) where we find
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son Kuashayar.




Here tey proclaintheir achievementsn the name of Ahura Mazdd,isthe gateway to the westith a
lovely waterfalland every travelethat passed byvould naturallystop here andhusreadthe tablets The
first valleyisthe city ofSanandaj and the neid Marivan with a beautiful lake and tasty fishes.
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On the Iranian sidghe borderto Iraq wasonly 15kms from our lake side hotel iMarivan but on the Iraqi

side Sulmani was 120kms and tookamshour and a half. We had plentytofie to talk with our driver. It

was the month of Moharam the first month of the lunar year according to the Islamic calendar. While the

Sunni Muslims celebrate their Neveaf the Shia Muslimsear black and flog themselves with chains and

morn the deathof Imam Hussain over a period of 40 days. Tdlsggo on a pilgrimage to Karbala in Iraq

where Imam Hussain was martyreéthe Kurds are mostly Sunnis,lsaskedhe driverif there were Shias
amongtheKurd® | S &l AR G2 S I NB Tsk biknés atedidiRibut yésyw&hak @i8ad e ( K A y
we also have Jews Christian aliyare ® L a1 SR KA YAryarRl ES K&l ¥BI Ykl BRI &K
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religioug d¢btold him the address we were looking fsa Zardashti temple and we were to meet some

people there We then discussed a little about the Zardashti religldathen asked me if | had the phone

number of the people, which | gave him, the next momeatas calling them and asking for direction.

When we reached the city, he called them again arahaged tadropped us across from where our host

were waiting for us with their cars.

To greet usvere Mrs. Awat Daryashe ighe representative of the Zarathushtis in the Kurdish Provincial
GovernmentHer husband Jamal a regd officer of the Kurdish Army anilir. Azad the director of the

Yasna organization arMr. Esam a representativieom their Syrian chapter. We got into the twocars aml

drove to their temple, where we meet Mr. Qadr the Atravan (mobed) agobup of officials of the Yasna
organizationWe presented them with a Khorda Avesta which Qadr the Atravan accepted with tears in his
eyes kissed it andeldit close tohis heart.He wore a white Kurdish dress with a red shawl tied around his
waist with three knots in the front representing the Kushti.
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The temple was in a rented average size hotisey had a small prayer room with a huge Fravahar on the
wall and benchesof the people to sibn. The other rooms were converted intm office,a meeting room

and of course a kitchen. They had a small yard by the prayer room where they lit the fire. We gathered in
the prayer room where the Atravan prayed by reciting the Gathd&urdish language

We than discussed various matters and they $&id fichot needanyfinancial help but we need lots of

help to increase our knowled@Dhey wouldilsolove to have an Afrigaq Afargani, for theirNorth

American style Dar e Meh@Qadr the Atravan (mobed) spoke Persian and it would be good if he could visit
the Iranian mobeds to learn some of the rituals and how to perform prayers. We may need to teach them
a lot but | believe we should not disturb their concept of the Kushti.



Kudishconcept of the Kushti.

The Kurds are from the ancient Median trigwed they believe that Zarathushtra wdiom Mediaandso
alsowerethe wise man who went in search of balgsus. The dress that we see in pictures worn by
Zarathushtra is an adaptiaf the Kurdishnational dresgroudlyworn daily by everyKurdin all walks of

life. The shawsimilar to the onearound the waist of Zarathushtra is what they use as their Kushti. They

tie three knots to represenGood Thoughts Good Words and Good Desdbis a public manifestation of
their belief. Every Kurd walking the streets of Kurdistan irrespective of their religious belief has this shawl
around his waist. Even the women wear it on their native and ceremoniales&ss brand the shawl as

a Kushtiis a very importantmovement Every individual Kutavery single daywhile getting dressed to

leave the housgwhile tying the shawl around thewaist will look at theshawl and debatevhat it

represents andf she/he should return tcher/hisancestraleligion.

Ancient Relics

After about 45Y A y dairi& dr@n the city into the mountainse came across what they call thdz
Qapartraves. It is exactly like the graves of Daryush and Khasayar and others at NagshdarRebktean.

High up on the face of the mountain they have carved into the mountain pillars and the bas relief of a king
with a bow in hand and a priest with the fire burning in an urn in the center. Twasea small opening



and inside they said there wethree chambersThey thought it was a temple butigexactlyareplica of
Nagshe Rostam.

Atravan Qadr led us iprayers

When we returned to our cars we hadheajor problemwith them and had to wait a few hours to get

help. As aesult,we had just enough time for a late lunch amald to return back to Marivan in time to
retrieveourcar2 S YA a4adSR 2dzi 2y o0SAy3a 6fS (2 YSSiHadiKS 2 (K
we not taken our car to the bordeve could have stayed an eatday.



